Wide scope indefinites in Russian: an experimental investigation

A note about gender in experimental stimuli, for both studies: Russian has
grammatical gender, and the name of every profession is gendered, with the vast
majority of professions being in the masculine gender (a few, such as ‘student’,
‘teacher’, ‘actor/actress’ and ‘waiter/waitress’ exist in both genders, and very few,
such as ‘midwife’ are obligatorily feminine). In order to keep the sentences natural,
we used the default gender for all nouns, which means that most profession names
(professor, doctor, movie critic, coach, etc.) occur in the masculine gender.

Study 1, experimental stimuli.

Note: the version here contains koe-wh indefinites; in the wh-to and wh-nibud’
versions of the test, the indefinite form was replaced accordingly, but otherwise
the stimuli were identical across test versions.

Experiment 1.1: local scope configuration
a: wide scope / singleton reading of indefinite (singular continuation)
b: narrow scope / distributive reading of indefinite (plural continuation)

1.1, al Kaxnaplii cHOPTCMEH NOTOBOPWII C KO€-KaKMM ICHUXOJIOIOM. DTOT MCHXOJIOT
OCTAaJICS IOBOJILHBIM IPOBECHHBIMH OeceJaMH.

1.1 bl Kaxnaplif ciOpTCMEH MOTOBOPHII C KOE-KAKHM IICHXOJOrOM. DTH TICHUXOJIOTH
OCTAJIUCh TOBOJILHBIMH ITPOBEJACHHBIMU OeCeIaMu.

Every athlete talked with some psychologist. This psychologist was satisfied with the
conversations / These psychologists were satisfied with the conversations.

1.1, a2 Kaxnaplif mamueHT MOCETHJI KOE-KaKOro OPTOINEIUYECKOro Xupypra. ITOT
XUPYPT Jaj MalueHTaM HeOOBIYHBIC COBETHI.

1.1, b2 Kaxnplii mamueHT MOCeTHT KOEe-KaKOTO OPTONEAMYECKOTO XHpypra. IOTu
XUPYPrH ajdu MalueHTaM HEOOBIYHBIE COBETHI.

Every patient visited some orthopedic surgeon. This surgeon gave the patients strange
pieces of advice / These surgeons gave the patients strange pieces of advice.

1.1, a3 Kaxxap1ii oXpaHHHUK MPErpauil MyTh KOe-KaKoMy yOeraromemMy HapyIIuTeNo.
OTOT HapyLIUTENb HUKAK HE OKUAJl TAKOTO MCX0/a Aena.
1.1, b3 Kaxxaplif 0XpaHHUK MPErpagul MyTh KOe-KaKoMy yOeraromemMy HapyIIuTeNo.
OTH HapyIIUTEIN HUKAK HE 0XKMIaJIM TaKOro NCX0Ja Jena.

Every guard got in the way of some fleeing rule-breaker. This rule-breaker had not
expected that things would turn out this way / These rule-breakers had not expected
that things would turn out this way.

1.1, a4 Kaxnaplil KypHaJIUCT B35J1 HMHTEPBBIO y KOE-KaKOTO aKkTépa. IDTOT akTEp
OCTaJICsl IOBOJIEH UHTEPBBIO.

1.1, b4 Kaxnplii *KypHaJIHCT B3SJ MHTEPBBIO Yy KOE-KAKOTO akTépa. ITH aKTEPHI
OCTaJIMCh JOBOJIbHBI HHTEPBBIO.

Every journalist conducted some interview with an actor. This actor remained
satisfied with the interviews. / These actors remained satisfied with the interviews.
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Experiment 1.2: long-distance configuration, WSR vs. NSR
a: Wide-scope reading (singular continuation)
b: Narrow-scope reading (plural continuation)

1.2, al Bukrop ApkaapbeBUY NPHUHSUI KaKIO€ JIEKAPCTBO, KOTOPOE IMpOIHUcan Koe-
KaKOH KapJHOJIoT. TOT KapIUOJIOoT ObLJI 0Y€Hb KOMIIETCHTHBIM.

1.2, bl Buxtop ApKaabeBU4 HPUHSII KaXKAOE JIEKAPCTBO, KOTOPOE IMPOIHUCAll Koe-
KaKOH KapJHoJIor. DTH KapAHOJIOTH ObUTH OYeHb KOMIIETEHTHBIMH.

Victor Arkadevich took every medicine that some cardiologist prescribed. This
cardiologist was very competent / These cardiologists were very competent.

1.2, a2 Amnacracus pemmia KaXAyl 3a7ady, KOTOpPYIO MpPEMJIOKUI KOe-KaKon
YHHMBEPCUTETCKHUI MpernoaaBaTesb. ITOT NPEnoaaBaTeilb OblI 0U€Hb CTPOTHM.

1.2, b2 Amnacracus pemmia KKy 3anady, KOTOPYIO MPEIIOKHI KOe-Kakou
YHUBEPCUTETCKUH MpernoaaBaresb. DT NPenojaBaTeu OblIM 0Y€Hb CTPOTHMHU.

Anastasia solved every problem which some university instructor assigned. This
instructor was very strict / These instructors were very strict.

1.2, a3 Aunekcanzgpa npodMTaga KakKIyl KHHUTY IO MEIUaTpUH, KOTOPYIO
MOpPEeKOMEHaBajia Koe-Kakas akyliepka. 9Ta aKyliepka Oblia 04eHb OIBITHOH.

1.2, b3 Anekcanapa mpoyMTana KaKAYH0 KHHATY T1I0 TEJUAaTPHH, KOTOPYIO
MOPEKOMEHaBajia Koe-Kakas aKkyuiepka. OTH aKyIIepKH ObLIIH OUY€Hb ONBITHBIMU.

Alexandra read every book about pediatrics that some midwife recommended. This
midwife was very experienced / These midwives were very experienced.

1.2, a4 ApTyp chirpai B KaxaoM (puibMe, KOTOPBIH CHSUT KOE-KaKOW TOJUTHBYICKUAN
pexuccep. OTOT PEKUCCEP OUEHb U3BECTEH.

1.2, b4 Aptyp ceirpan B KaxxaoMm (QuiibMe, KOTOPBIA CHSII KOE-KaKOW TOJUTHBYICKUAN
pexuccep. DTH peKuccepbl 04YeHb U3BECTHBI.

Arthur played in every film that some Hollywood director directed. This director was
very famous / These directors were very famous.

Experiment 1.3: long-distance configuration, WSR vs. ISR
a: Wide-scope reading (continuation singles out one element)
b: Intermediate-scope reading (continuation indicates multiple elements)

1.3, al Kaxnaplii oduumaHT o0O0CTYX HI KaXJIOr0 TIOCETUTENs, Ybsid (haMunus
HAYMHAJIACh C KOe-Kakol OyKBbI. A HIMEHHO, ¢ OyKBHI "A".

1.3, bl Kaxnplii opUIMAaHT OOCTYXWJI KaXJO0TO TIOCETUTENs, 4Ybid (haMuus
HAYMHANACh C Koe-Kakoi OykBbl. DaMHIIMK ITUX TOCTEH HAYMHAIUCH C JBaJIATH
pa3HbIX OYKB.

Every waiter served every guest whose last name started with some letter. Namely,
the letter “A” / The last names of these guests started with twenty different letters.
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1.3, a2 Kaxnaplii CTyIeHT CcXOAWi K Kaxaomy mpodeccopy, y KOTOpOro ObuLin
MIPUEMHBIE YacChl B KOC-KaKOW JCHb HeJeNu. A UMEHHO, B TIOHEICIILHUK.

1.3, b2 Kaxnplii cTyAeHT cXOmwil K Kaxaomy mpodeccopy, y KOTOporo Obuin
MPUEMHBIE Yachl B KOE-KaKoil JeHb Helenu. lIpueMHbIe yackl 3TUX MpodeccopoB
OBUTH B IATh Pa3HBIX JTHEU HEIEIH.

Every student visited every professor who had office hours on some day of the week.
Namely, on Monday / The office hours of these professors were on five different days
of the week.

1.3, a3 Kaxaplif MalMeHT CXOAWI K KaXI0My JIOKOTOpY, 4ei KaOMHeT ObUI Ha Koe-
KaKOM 3Take MOJUKINHHUKU. A UMEHHO, Ha BTOPOM 3TaKe.

1.3, b3 Kaxxaplii manmeHT cXoauil K KaKIOMY TOKOTOpY, 4el KaOMHET ObLT Ha Koe-
KaKOM JTaxke MOJUKIMHHUKA. KaOMHEThl 3THX JOKTOpOB OBUTM Ha TpeX pPa3HbIX
JTaXKax.

Every patient visited every doctor whose office was on some floor of the clinic.
Namely, on the second floor / The offices of these doctors were on three separate
floors.

1.3, a4 Kaxaplii YMHOBHUK OJOOPWII CHOC KaXKIOTO 3[aHHS, MTOCTPOCHHOTO B KOe-
KakoM roxy. A umeHHo, B 1960-m rony.

1.3, b4 Kaxnaplii Y4MHOBHUK OJOOPUI CHOC KaXJIOTO 37aHWs, MOCTPOCHHOTO B KOe-
KaKOM ToJy. 3/1aHus, KOTOPBIC BEJICHO OBIJIO CHECTH, OBLITH TIOCTPOSHBI B pa3HBIE T0/1a
60-x.

Every official approved the demolition of every building which was built in some
year. Namely, in the year 1960 / The buildings were built during different years of the
60s.



