
Supplementary File 3: Data set for Figure 3. Summary of L1 studies on ergative-absolutive languages 
This appendix includes data sources for Figure 3 in the main text, ordered alphabetically by language and chronologically by study. In the 
following table, each row represents a single experiment/task unless the study reports only combined results. 
 
Children’s age information is reported in parentheses. 
 
Abbreviations: AbsS: absolutive subject, A: transitive subject (detransitivized through agent focus or antipassivized), ErgA: ergative subject, 
AbsO: absolutive object, > indicates preference to the right. C: comprehension, P: Production.  

 
Language Word order  Head direction Study Population Domain Results 

Avar SOV prenominal Polinsky et al. 2012 adults C AbsS > ErgA = AbsO 

Basque SOV prenominal Carreiras et al. 2010 adults C AbsO > ErgA 

Gutierrez-Mangado 2011 children  
(4;02–6;01) 

C AbsO > ErgA 

Gutierrez-Mangado & 
Ezeizabarrena 2012 

children  
(Ms = 4.1, 6.2) 

C AbsO > ErgA 

children  
(M = 5.6) 

P ErgA > AbsO  

Mayan (Ch’ol) VOS postnominal Clemens et al. 2015 adults C ErgA > AbsO > AbsS 

Mayan (Q’anjob’al) VSO postnominal C Abs S > ErgA > AbsO 

Niuean VSO postnominal Longenbaugh & Polinsky 2016 adults P AbsS > ErgA = AbsO 

Tongan VSO postnominal Ono et al. 2020a adults C AbsO > ErgA 

Ono et al. 2020b adults C AbsS > ErgS = AbsO 
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